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trade of butchers, the imprisonment for half a year was remitted
unto him; on the understanding that on the same day he was
to be taken back to Neugate aforesaid etc., and there make
offering of the same; which done, he was to be released.

18       TOWN  SANITATION
This Act of 1388 (12 Rich. II. c. 13) is said to be the first Urban
Sanitary Act in English history, as distinguished from the local ordinances
of different boroughs, which occur a little earlier; the earliest London
ordinance is here added in small type. It is suggested, with considerable
probability, that the Act was suggested to this Parliament, which sat at
Cambridge, by the observed state of the streets in that royal borough.
Certain it is that, a few weeks before, the Chancellor of the University
had been required by royal writ ** to remove from the streets and lanes of
the town all swine, and all dirt, dung, filth and branches of trees ; and to
cause the streets and lanes to be kept clean for the future." (Cooper,
Annals of Cambridge^ L 134.)
Cap. XIII.
The punishment of them which cause corruption near a City
or great town to corrupt the Air.
Item. For that so much Dung and Filth of the Garbage
and Intrails as well of Beasts killed, as of other Corruptions,
be cast and put in Ditches, Rivers and other Waters, and
also within many other Places, within, about and nigh unto
divers Cities, Boroughs, and Towns of the Realm, and the
suburbs of them, that the air there is greatly corrupt and
infect, and many Maladies and other intolerable Diseases do
daily happen, as well to the Inhabitants, and those that are
conversant in the said Cities, Boroughs, Towns, and Suburbs,
as to other repairing and travelling thither, to the great
Annoyance, Damage, and Peri of the Inhabitants, Dwellers,
Repairers, and Travellers aforesaid: It is accorded and
assented, That Proclamation be made as well in the City of
London, as in other Cities, Boroughs, and Towns through the
Realm of England, where it shall be needful, as well within
Franchises as without, that all they which do cast and lay all
such Annoyances, Dung, Garbages, Intrails, and other Ordure
in Ditches, Rivers, Waters, and other Places aforesaid, shall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